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oGrandpa, can you
asked Rosy.

Everyone loves Grandpa. Rosy and
her friends never got tired of

listening to his stories. He has
been a space pilot all his life and
loves to share his adventures with
the children.

OOKLet me think,Oo
Grandpa. 01 knoweéhave
you about the old Speelock who
lived high up on the mountain in the
big rock house?5d6
ONot that | can r ememb
Rosy. i

0 Wh at $pseloek? 6 a Mhizg d

ONo one r eadltloys knuosws .a
name someone made up. o
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OThis story Rbesg®ms when
father was around two years old.
We had been shipwrecked on a
moon namedZipton of the planet
Protoid for almost three years.

R o s yather was born there.  So
were Bizby, Slipper and Lazlo.

We lived in a nice village and

built houses with the help of the
shi pdos Webwdrsenod
anyone would ever find us. We
got used to the idea this would
probably be home for the rest of
our | ives. o
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oBizby and | have been best
friends for many years. We used
to love to go exploring.

He is always fun to be with.

He can fly. So if | got tired of
walking, he would fly me back
home.

We used to spend hours looking
through old caves and abandoned
villages.

High up on the mountain from
where we lived, we could see an old
house made of rocks. Everyone
told us to stay away from the place
because an old Speelock lived
there who was said to have magic
powers. O
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0 T h e Speklatk was a stranger
who came into town for supplies.
When he first came to town no

one was very nice to him. So he
decided to play a trick on them.

He sneaked around at night and
move things around. The
townspeople thought something
magic had happened. The people
were so scared they always ran

to the other side of the road

when he came into town with his
old gallump. Later on the people

| eft presents so
a spell on them. He thought it
was kind of funn
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oBizby and | were out doing a
little exploring one day when
we made a wrong turn and
ended up near the old
Speel bausedls

was covered with vines and

| ooked real ol
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Well, you know Bizby. He 06 s no
afraid of anybody. He flew right

up to the door ani;q
|l s anybody home?5¢6
Apparently nobody had ever had

the nerve to just walk right up to

his door before. This scared the
poor old Speelock half out of his

wits.

oOoWhoods there?d6d he
meanest voice you ever heard.
oJust a coupl e of
| told him.

oWhat do yduwmwarts
said the old Speelock.

OWe just thought
some compaBizhy. 6 s ali
oWell, dondét just
the cold, come on
much to our surprise.
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Even though |

i n magi c, | Ove
was getting a little nervous

not knowing what to

expect. The whole inside of
theold Sp e el btausedvas
just like the inside of a
spaceship.

oCan you two Kk
he asked.

OYou bet! 6 we
harmony.
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The old Speelock
proceeded to
t el | us hi s

He had been on a
goodwill mission

for the Interplantetary
Air Force when suddenly
a black hole threw his
ship off course. By the
time they got it
straightened out

they were out of fuel.
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They had been drifting for quiet
awhile when they heard pretty
music coming across the
emergency channel. They zeroed
in on it but crashed before they
could tell exactly where it was
coming from.

| was amazed because this very
same thing had happened to us
just three years before.

Luckily no one was hurt in the
crash. His crew of seven all left
in different directions. Every
once in awhile one of them would
come back to visit, but as the
years went by, they came less
and less. The captain was feeling
pretty lonesome.
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The people in t
quite know what to make of
him and werenot
friendly. So in order to

protect himself, he

became t BpeelogkOlod
The shipsod6 robot
out of rocks. He has lived
there ever since. He had
plenty of food from the ship

and a garden in his

backyard. He was really

quite comfortable. He just

di dndt have any
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Bizby of course was
always curious. 0 Wh a't
are all these gadgets,

Mr. Speelock? 6 a s k
Bizby.

oYou can cal
Captain. All these
gadgets as you call

them, are little

inventions of mine

made out of leftover

junk from the
ship.o0o said
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Using Bi z bapténsas, we |
called over to Slipper and
told her to tell Grandma not \
toworry. We woul dno
home until morning. We
spent the night up on the
mountain snuggled by a
warm fire telling stories by
the hour. The captain
turned out to be a lot of

fun. He had flown all over
the universe. We talked
for hours about all the
planets we had both

visited. He had never seen
a little squirt before and

got a big kick out of Bizby.
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oGrandpa, how did you
get home to our planet?56
asked Rosy.

ol candot tell vyou
would give away the end
of the story. So just " :
have patience and you How did you get
willfind out . 6ans we r \EUESVIIEIrS
Grandpa. 0 Thi s 1 s a @

time to take a

break. Does anyone need
to go to the bathr @ghom
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Back to the story..

The Captain was getting

pretty old. A climb down

the mountain would be quite

a chore for him, so Bizby
offered to fly him to our

vilage. At f i rst he
like

the idea very much. After |
showed him anybody could

do it, he took to squirt

riding like a duck to

water. Bizby flew us

both back to our village.

olt I s so nice
friends, 6 si ghe
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At first, no one would come
out

of their houses because they
were afraid of
Speelockd .One by one their
curiosity got the better of
them. They could see he was
causing no harm. Pretty soon
a crowd had gathered around
the Captain.

They were all asking
guestions at once. He found
the people in our village to be
a lot friendlier than the ones

in the town near his

mountain.
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oLetds go | oolkanat
hardly wait to see
Captain.

oltds right over h
hanger. We Dbui It 1t wi
robots, 6 | told hi
lot nicer than the one | flew. They
have come a | ong w
said the Captain with a small tear

in his eye.

He | oved spaceship

wait to fly in this one.
OWe have one sWal |
are out of fuel. Even if we had

some, we dondot kno
di rection home i s,
oWel | , | think thi
day, 6 said dhekfaw
howtogethome. I | ust di d
have a ship.

O Wh a't about t he f u
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We tried for weeks to make fuel for
the ship in our laboratory, but

nothing worked. One morning while |
was working in the lab with the
Captain Bizby was zipping around,
singing and generally making a
nuisance of him self. Suddenly an
idea hit him.

oOWhy not pawnemlants oeun
t he ship?0oBigbyggest
ol think weoll nee
cord, 6 |l aughed t he
oNot I f we take th
Bizby.

ol dondt know i f t

ride in space. They have been

anchored here for over a thousand
years, 0 said t he Cdaats
worriedlook. 0 Let 6s QgoO sSe
think. o




Page 18

We went over to the pond
where the powerplants
lived and asked them
what they thought of the
idea. They could hardly
contain their excitement.
oWe have al ways
wondered what it would N A4
be |1 ke to s e |
said Mrs. Sunland. ‘
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dYou mean Mr s. '

Jhnl and,
Ropsy wi th
2 4

\.\ ‘}

teacher ?06 asked
surprise. Q;
oYes, but we ar
| 1ttl e ahead of
said Grandpa, as all the kids
looked at each other in
amazement.

Everyone loved Mrs. Sunland.
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As preparations were being made for the
journey, more and more of the villagers
wanted to go. First, they needed to test

the ship. After all, it had been sitting for
almost three years and collected a lot of

dust. The ship was big enough to fit
everyone, even the Wheelrights . No one
on our planet had ever heard of

powerplants, wheelrights , or little

squirts. | coul dndot wait t
on their faces when we brought this

bunch of characters home.

At two years old, even R o s ylai &new
something special was about to happen.

The ship was brought out into the open.
Everyone worked so hard to clean all the

dust away. Soon the big blue ship, whose
nickname was Betsy, was spic and

span. She was named

Bet sy because everyon
0Oseed how fast she co
trip.
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The biggest job was adapting

the powerplants to power the
ship. They require both water

and sunlight. In space there is
plenty of sunlight but no

water. We would have to build

a pool with lots of

windows. Sparky was a big

help. He programmed the
robotds computer
the shipds for wa
into a pond. Everyone thought

it was pretty neat having the

pool on board because it would
give them something to do on

the long trip.

oWedll continue
said Mrs. Sunland.
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The big day for testing had
finally arrived. The Captain,
Sparky, and the powerplants
all made ready to blast off.
Everyone was a little worried
because no ship had ever been
powered by apowerplant
before. We were all scared if
It di dndt wor k
| told Sparky to fire up the
engines. The villagers started
the countdown. 0 1-9©-8-7-6-
5-4-3-2-1é BLASTOFF!
The ship shook and rattled as
we shot up into the sky. The
first test fire was a success.
Everyone cheered and
whistled as we came in for a
landing.
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oLet 6s al |l t &
said

Grandpa.

oONo! We want
rest of

the story, o
OAnybody for
of

apple juice?q(
Grandpa.
OYES! 0 yell ec

‘‘‘‘‘
'
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Grandpa continued

Preparations were made to leave
the little moon. We had lived
there for almost three years.

We knew everyone back home
was worried. Everyone was
excited except the Wheelrights .

oWedl | mi ss you ¢
sadly.
oWell, why not <co
Bizby.

oOoOur planet has pl
for exploring and we could sure

use a couple of experts to deliver
the mail , 60 said t
smile.

oWe thought youdd
said the Wheelrights .
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The next morning everyone
was ready to blast off when
someone noticedthat Ro sy 0 s
father, who was only two

years old, was missing. They
looked everywhere. Bizby

and Slipper flew in different
directions. They found him

down by the river.

ol dondt want to
Joey here. Can we take him
with us?06 asked
with a tear in his eye.

How could | turn him down?

We put Joey in t
pond with the powerplants

and got ready to

blastoff.
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We were two weeks into
the journey. We had to go
around the black hole that
put us there in the first
place. Then we made

a quick stop at Philo and
Phoebebds Fragrant
Freenkert Farm. The
peopl e back h
forgive us if
bring back some fresh
freenkerts . They were
just in season as we

landed. We even helped
with the picking.

| ohilo AwJ"'Pwast |
4 FReCKERT FARM
u«‘.ERASMN Lt“




Page 27

Philo and Phoebe came
outto greetus. They
loved watching Bizby
show off. He zoomed
over everybod
heads and then went
straight up into the
clouds.

l \
' ‘
"He's so cute!" ‘ ‘
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We coul dnot
fast enough. Everyone
was so excited

about going home.
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We sai d o
byeso as
the freenkerts .
Then we blasted off
Into space.

ur
we

0
I
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We were just a day away
from home when suddenly
the engines went dead.
oWhat happened?.4
Sparky.

An asteroid is blocking the
light from the sun and the
powerplants ar endt ¢
any sunbeams. We

were stopped cold. And cold
it was. Without the
powerplants to

keep us warm the ship was
cooling off quick.

We put out an emergency

call to our home

planet. Everyone was
getting scared.

hout ed
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ol thin
move th
Bizby.

| hated to risk it, but at
this time we had no
choice. So Bizhy

went out through one of
the airlocks. Little

squirts are really

quite indestructible. The
only way you can hurt one
Is to ignore him and that
really drives them nuts.

kK |
e ast
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To everyoneodos
amazement, Bizby

pushed that old chunk

of space rock right out

of the way. The
sun came pouring in ’

the windows.

The engines came to
life as everyone
cheered.
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We were finally within
radio distance of

home. Sparky called

in to say we were all

right. Suddenly ships of
all shapes and

sizes with welcome home
signs and fireworks
surrounded us.

We were glad to finally be
home thanks to the
Captain, the powerplants
and especially Bizby.
And that is how Mrs.
Sunland, Bizby and all the
others came to live here
on this planet.
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olrhank you Grandpa. We

really enjoyed the story,©o
said Rosy as all the kids

agreed.

0 By e, and sleep tight

until next time, 6 said
Grandpa.

The End



