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George was so 
excited. He and his 
friends have been 
waiting all summer 
for the new library 
to open. 
Tomorrow is the big 
day.
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òYou better go to 
sleep so the morning 
will get here sooner,ó 
said Bruno, Georgeõs 
older brother.
òI love to read,ó 
thought George. 
òEvery book is a new 
adventure.ó
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òAll right! Iõm 
going to be the 
first kid in,ó 
laughed George. 
òLook at all those 
books! Iõm in 
heaven.ó
òBizby could 
hardly keep up as 
George jumped 
two steps at a 
time.
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George and Bizby
looked around. 
Something wasnõt right.
òWhere did all the 
words go?ó he cried in 
shock. Everywhere 
he looked the letters 
were missing. The 
books were all blank 
and so was the sign 
that should have said 
òQuiet Please.ó 
George was confused 
and disappointed.
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George found Mrs. 
Read, the librarian.
òWhat in the world 
has happened to all 
the letters?ó he 
asked politely, but 
with concern.
òI have no idea. One 
minute they were 
here, the next 
minute they just 
disappeared,ó said 
Mrs. Read with a 
frown. òI donõt 
know what to do.ó
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George couldnõt believe 
his eyes. òWhat can we 
do?ó He thought to 
himself. òWhat will the 
world be like if we canõt 
read anymore?ó
As he walked through 
town he noticed all the 
letters were missing 
from the store signs.
òHow will anyone know 
which store to go into? 
How will I know what 
time it is? What will we 
learn in school?ó 
George tried hard to 
make sense of it all.
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George sat down and thought about how 
reading had made his life better. He 
started to make a list of all the things 
he was going to miss reading. Bizby
helped. The list was almost endless.
This is part of Georgeõs list. Can you 
think of some of your own?

1. Grocery labels:̧ ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
was  in a package or can or how much it cost.
2. Street signs, addresses and phone 
numbers: You might get lost and not know a 
phone number to call home.
3. Clocks: You might be late for school.
4. TV remote control: You might miss your 
favorite cartoon.
5. Money: How would you know how much 
to give the cashier?

Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
read.  The list is endless.  George was sad.
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άLŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
write, I would really be 
ƭƻǎǘΣέ thought George. 
ά.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳƴΦέ

ά²ŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇȅƘŜŀŘΗέ 
Bruno laughed as George 
almost fell out of bed. 
ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ 
ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
ōǊǳǎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŜǘƘΗέ
άLΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΣέ thought George 
who had a brand-new 
appreciation for reading. 


